
Questions from Jan. 12 Kick-Off Meeting (Updated 1-15-13) 

 
Q--How long does the measurement display need to stay on the robot? 

A—Long enough for the judges to see. It would be best to keep the display beyond the 2 minute time limit. 

 

Q—Will it be required for the judges to see the participants’ program to show how the area of the circle was 

found in order to prevent teams from just putting a number on display? 

A—The circle size will be unknown until the game starts. If suspicious, judges will check the code 

 

Q—“b” and b’  are given minimum distances.  Will the distance from the circle to the north side of the table 

also have a minimum? 

A—We have not decided yet. It will be decided on the final version (minimum 13cm. Read the official 

version) 

 

Q—Will b and b’ be the same distance as each other? 

A—Not necessarily. They will both be at least 15 cm from the edge of the table, but may not always be the 

same. 

 

Q—Is the starting orientation the same for all the robots in the round?   A—Yes 

 

Q—The unknown factors are the size of the circle, the number of boxes, and the robot orientation? 

A—Yes, and many more like the exact location of home base, and b, b’, etc.. 

 

Q—Will the unknowns be the same for each round?    A—No (Round 2 will be different) 

 

Q—Once the unknown factors are revealed, no coach communication is allowed during either round? 

A—Yes. Coaches are not allowed to communicate with their team by coming into the pit area, using cell 

phones, instant message, etc. 

 

Q—Is there a penalty if the robot has to go around the circle more that once?   A—No. 

 

Q—Can I bring the whole stack of boxes back to home base, take the black box off and then have the robot 

push the other boxed off the table? 

A—The robot must be able to capture the black box and deposit it at home. If it is just sitting on top of the 

other boxes, it has not been rescued.  If the robot can lift the black box off the top so that it can be removed 

from the robot , then it could push the other boxes off. The black box cannot still in contact with the white 

boxes when it is being removed by the judge or player. (the black box in this case at the end of the game will 

get 15 points) 

 

Q—When the robot brings the black box back to home base, is it that any part of the robot or any part of the 

box must be over home base when the box is removed? 

A—A part of the robot must be over home base. 


