
Questions from Robofest Kick Off meeting 12/5/2012   (updated 1-15-13) 

Q: In the past, the exhibition has been to solve a problem using robotics. Is that the case now?  

A: Using robotics technology to solve real-life problems is always welcomed. Interactive kinetic 

arts/sculptures are just suggested theme for 2013. 

Q: You have percentages for “exhibition,” in the Power Point, but they don’t add up to 100. 

A: You’ll note that there is an ellipsis (dot dot dot). There are more categories – for example, 

complexity - that we can see in the top level rule document. 

Q: Can they change the direction the robot is facing every time? 

A: Yes it will change. The MC will announce this, like north-west, north, west, etc. (10 o’clock 

direction, etc.) 

Q: Is the robot allowed to drop the black box? 

A: Yes, but there is no advantage. You get the full point as long as the robot gets back to home base. 

Q: MUST the robot stop at home base? 

A: The rule is that if any part of the robot is on home base, it doesn’t need to stop a player can touch 

and make the robot stop.  

Q: In terms of the direction the robot is facing: some robots take the entire space of the table; how 

does the direction work in this case? 

A: Initial size must be less than 35cm x 35cm. Also note that we don’t allow the robot to aim and 

shoot. The goal is that the robot is finding the object. 

Q: Is going fast a good thing? 

A: Not necessarily, this year. Accuracy is more important 

Q: What happens if the robot brings back the white box and asks for a full reset? Is this minus 10 

points? 

A: No, because we count boxes after the game is over. Full reset gets a red card, though. 

Q: When calculating the area of the black shape, does the silver count? 

A: Yes 

Q: Will the tissue boxes be stacked evenly? 

A: Yes, as straight as possible. 



Q: If the black-box drops, the rules say you lose 15 points. Is this correct? 

A: Yes; but you may ask reset. 

Questions from Robofest Kick Off meeting Friday, 12/7/2012 

Q: Do you want kids to have a presentation to show how the concepts work? 

A: They’re encouraged to have a poster or something to demonstrate math and science concepts. 

(Robofest Director’s comments in italic: Exhibition requires a poster and others; However, Game 

does not. Note that Robofest qualifying is a half day event) 

Q: What do you mean by unknowns? 

A: You won’t know the dimensions until game time. For example, the circle might be different in a 

Michigan site than it is in a Hawaii site. 

Q: Will black circles be affixed to the table? 

A: Yes (Read the rules) 

Q: Will the location of the boxes change? 

A: Yes, the exact location of boxes is an unknown. 

Q: Can you touch the robot?  

A: You can only touch the robot at home. (If touched outside home, you will get a red card and must 

be restarted) 

Q: Can you change programs when the robot is on home? 

A: Yes, but you can’t download new programs. 

Q: How old do judges need to be? 

A: I’ll have to check that. We don’t have an official age. 

Q: Can we have a control that would force the robot to go home? 

A: You mean wireless? No, you can’t because then it’s no longer autonomous. 

Q: For VCRC, does it have to be an L2Bot? 

A: You’d have to get approval from Dr. Chung. (We well come any vision-based robots) 

Q: Does the robot have to have vision for the VCRC course? 

A: Yes, you’ll need a vision sensor to do the entire course. 


