
Q&A on Dec 15 Meeting (Updated 1-15-13) 
 
Game 
 
Q--on the senior game, will the boxes always be parallel to the sides of the table? "all the videos have 
shown the boxes "square" with the table, are you saying the boxes could be oriented caddy corner, or 
non-plumb with the table?" 
A—that is an unknown or random factor (read the official rule) 
 
Q--Can adhesives or skewers be used to transport the box?  
A--Adhesives will be problematic as then the boxes can not be reused between rounds "If they have to 
be repaired or replaced between teams, then the teams will not be competing on even ground. 
Anything that might "harm" the boxes could be problematic" 

Q--Will the boxes be positioned the same for each team in each round? 
A--The boxes will be the same for each team for the entire round. The robots are impounded at the 
end of the work time, so no one can make any changes after the round begins." 

Q--Will the orientation of the robot at the beginning of the game be the same for every team? 
A—Yes, but slight variation may occur. 
 
Q--Will the orientation of the robot be the same as at the start if the robot restarts the mission? 
A—Yes, but slight variation may occur. 
 
Q--Will the Kleenex boxes always be the same size---will other brands be used?  They vary in weight 
from one brand to another. 
A--The weight is slightly different even within Kleenex boxes, that's part of the challenge--different 
types, again, specified in the rules 
 
Q--Will the boxes always be stacked in an even manner? Not displaced with overhang in any manner? 
A--Yes, they will be stacked evenly. 
 
Q--Is theta announced at the 30 minute time? 
A—Maybe not. NO 

Q--Will the silver patch in the right angle be precisely 5 cm from the corner as well?  
A—Yes (read the rule) 
 
Q--Does b or b prime apply to the north side of the circle/triangle? Will it be at least 15cm from the 
"north" side of the table? 
A—Yes No, 13cm (read the official rule) 
 
Q--After reviewing the rules, it seems they need a specific list of "Unknown Factors. Right now they 
are distributed throughout the document with the word "unknown" used in various places. Clarity could 
be improved with a specific "Unknown Factors" list" 
A—Yes. We will prepare the list No. There is no need to maintain list. The rule is simple. Only box 
tower will be known. The rest are all unknown. 

Q--Would the white box that was partially on the table be given 5 or 10 points? Seems to me only 5... 
A--If the box was touching the floor it would get the full 10 points, even though it is also touching the 
table." 

Q--What kind of paper is used for the circle and/or triangle? 



A--Bulletin board paper such as ArtSkills at Target store; See BOM. 
 
Q--Will the circle size be unknown? 
A—The size of the circle will be unknown.  The minimum radius is 15cm. 

Q--Can any tricky home base techniques be used (such as dropping a string attached to the robot)? 
A—No. Also note that time is not so much important any more. 
 
Q--What kind of paper is used to cover the boxes? 
A--Standard copy paper 
 
Q--Is the contaminated area taped to the table? 
A—Yes 
 
Game, especially black box issues 
 
Q--can the robot push the black box back to home?  
A-- Yes. But 15, not 20 points will be given. See the Scoring sheet 

Q--Concerning the removal of the black box by the judges---it is possible the robot be harmed by the 
judges when removing the box from the robot's grip 
A—We are considering the removal by the team member when Judge says Yes. (This becomes a 
new rule. Read the official version) 

Q--Can the black box be dropped at home base? 
A—No (When the robot brought it home, when Judge says YES 20 points, it can be dropped by the 
robot) 
 
Q--Can a team member touch the black box when the robot is at home base? 
A--No.  Only judges can touch the box—it is part of the playing field. (We are reconsidering this case. 
Final decision will be made before Jan 15) Yes, player can remove the box, after getting 
confirmation from a judge. 
 
Exhibition 
 
Q--For Exhibition, what is meant by “interaction” between robots or human to robot? Please clarify. 
A—Interaction means that one robot responds to some type of signal from another robot, such as a 
sound, touch, etc. The robot can also respond to a signal from a human---sound, light, object, etc. 
 
Q--Do you know of any online resources for kinetic arts ideas? 
A--Some links are posted on the web at http://www.robofest.net/exhibition.htm 
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